
KeYin Iega Jeff iV an accompliVhed danceU, aZaUd-Zinning choUeogUapheU, and acclaimed aUWiVWic
diUecWoU. AfWeU 24 \eaUV aV Co-FoXndeU/AUWiVWic/E[ecXWiYe DiUecWoU of Deepl\ RooWed Dance TheaWeU
(DRDT), Iega aVVXmed hiV neZ Uole aV CUeaWiYe DiUecWoU in SepWembeU 2019. In hiV neZ Uole, he iV
leading Whe compan\¶V neZl\ foUmed Special PUojecWV diYiVion and Whe deYelopmenW of a neZ home
foU Whe compan\ on Chicago¶V SoXWh Side.

Iega haV collaboUaWed on a Zide Uange of pUofeVVional and commXniW\- baVed pUojecWV inclXding
Spike Lee¶V She¶V GoWWa HaYe IW; The Academ\ AZaUdV; and on BUoadZa\ in The Wi]. In 2005, Whe
JXilliaUd School named Iega aV one of iWV 100 OXWVWanding AlXmni. He haV UeceiYed UecogniWionV
fUom Whe NaWional EndoZmenW foU Whe AUWV, Whe NaWional CoXncil foU CXlWXUe and AUW, and Whe
InWeUnaWional AVVociaWion of BlackV In Dance. Iega haV WaXghW and lecWXUed inWeUnaWionall\ aW
XniYeUViWieV, collegeV, and cXlWXUal inVWiWXWionV.

In JanXaU\ 2020, NeZciW\ maga]ine Uecogni]ed Iega among Whe Wop 10 Pla\eUV 2020: The FifW\
People Who Reall\ PeUfoUm foU Chicago. ThaW Vame monWh, Ma\oU LoUi LighWfooW appoinWed him Wo
Whe CiW\ of Chicago¶V CXlWXUal AdYiVoU\ CoXncil of Whe DepaUWmenW of CXlWXUal AffaiUV and Special
EYenWV.

Speaking aboXW hiV ZoUk, miVVion and peUVonal philoVoph\: ³I am pUeVenW Wo Whe eneUgieV in CUeaWion
and inVpiUed b\ WhoVe Zho haYe come befoUe me. I am becaXVe of Whe AnceVWoUV. We aUe each boUn
libeUaWed in Whe poVVibiliW\ of fUee WhoXghW and I pUa\ Wo be ZiVe, UeVpecWfXl and coXUageoXV aV I VWUiYe
Wo diVmanWle oppUeVViYe V\VWemV. I champion foUXmV WhaW inVpiUe hXman eYolXWion WhUoXgh cUeaWiYiW\.
I ZanW m\ ZoUk Wo gUoZ WUXeU, moUe focXVed, and UeleYanW aV Wime paVVeV. M\ aUWiVWic pUacWice iV
boUne oXW of peUVonal and hXman e[aminaWion, and m\ deViUe Wo commXnicaWe aXWhenWicall\ infoUmV
ZhaW I cUeaWe. FoU me, dance/aUW-making iV a peUfecW caWal\VW foU UeYealing Whe geniXV ZiWhin,
UeflecWing Zho Ze aUe and Zho Ze VWUiYe Wo become.´


